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Yukiji Zemba Collection Catalog of Tiles

Abstract

This catalog discribes representative materials from the Yukiji Zemba tile collection donated to Meiji University
in February 2010. Yukiji Zemba (1933-2011), who was a carpenter specialized in building shrines, temples, and
palaces, and the former president of Zemba building firm, gifted to Meiji University a 10,000-piece collection
primarily consisting of tiles dating from ancient to modern times. He, from three generations of carpenters and
builders, was energetic in his collection and research of carpenter's tools, tiles, and archacological materials. The
collection is diverse, covering 1) ancient Japanese tiles; 2) Japanese tiles from medieval to modern times; 3) tiles
from China and Korean Peninsula (ancient to modern); 4) modern tools for making tiles and roofing materials;
5) other archaeological materials (from the Jomon period to modern times); 6) classical books and paintings; and
7) tile stone rubbings and books. The Meiji University Museum has worked with the Meiji University Research
Institute for Japanese Ancient Studies over three years to catalog and research the collection. This catalog contains

representative items from each field covered by the collection.
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